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HARRY BRIDGES 


in reply ta wm question asked by a reporter in Italy con- 
cerning the reasons for the expulsion of the International 
Lonyshoremen's and Warshousemen's Union from the €1O, 
ridges ls quoted as saying; "It le not a matter of reasons," 
‘a answered, “but of pretexta. We of the West Coast have 
een expelled for ‘Communism,!' It is an accusation without 
ndation unless the fight fay peace and for the Loternational 
of the workers is a Communist fight. In reality we were 
ot wiiting that the chiefs of the CIO-AFL dismantis ina 
ce (acto' manner the autanemy necessary to every type of 
-acor unior, enelaviny us to a reactionary labor ur.jon policy, 
a policy of breaking with the FSM and with the unions that 
‘cere to it, and to a policy af support for certain American 
“a.tcal forces that certalnly do not act to the advantage of the 
ofkarea, We were -ot willing and we cannot agree with such 
-vilcy because it does not correspond to the interesta ef the 
rxers, '! 


(li Porto, publication of the Communist port 
workers union of Genoa, February, 1959) _ 


dges 's quoted in a Caech newspaper as saying: "Our 
~: . Caechoslovaxia was unusuall, interesting for ws and 
“a Toogatus many impressions. Because the American workers 
‘ a @maticac, .rfhuenced by the presa and radio, whic. 
‘T.* dv fa our country, we shail explain many views 
~ es cere of sroimion, The visit to the Tos factory at 
VastiviCe, 'OFr ingiance, has convinced .@ of the aonsensical 
old anda 2 >0ut working conditions In vour factories, about 
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about the function and position of the trade union organisation. 
Having visited Britta, France, Belgium, Greece and Ezypt, 
we have gained the impression that you are on the best road fer 
acnieving still greater results than before," 


{ Prace, Prague, February 8, 1959) ms 


In an interview given by Bridges to the Soviet Laker Pubil- 
cation Trud he stated as follows: | fo 


“Visiting the Soviet Union is ‘very worthwhlle,! Marry 
Bridges, chairman of the Internationa] Leagsherumes's and. 
Warehousemen's Union, told newamen here fellewing & week's 
tour of the country. ‘I wast to say that the Soviet pecple urgently 
desire world peace. It would be very good if Amesiaga trade 
unionists aad the AFL-CIO wonld visit the Soviet Union. They 
would find aut that everything tnld the working pecple in the U. 8, 
about the UM. BR. is pure lying and slanderqes prupegends. 


Y "Bridges sald they had steadied the orgauiantiong] structure 
st the Soviet trade union movement and its methods ef electing 
eadership and found this to be democratic. In that connection — 
ey are more democratic than many American trade unions. ,.. 
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i "Bridges expressed the hope that Soviet werkers would 

I ow helr seven-year plan bringing them rich fruits, a more 

a - «oped industry and @ kigher living standard, 1 want them 
ok ave an opportunity te fulfill thelr plan in conditions of peace, 
ag «064i Wars - coid ar het - will not interrupt them, * ¥ 

4 


‘TASS, sioacow, February 13, 1959) 


Ac lacr gublication ortnted a atory stating that the West 
.e jupoeaurena.: iseader had publ.sced a iaudatory accemnt 
a. ° 4d sae cat month in Caecnosiovakia, Bridges 
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was quoted as saying in 


xh 


socialist system ever here, 


- robots Siore, Cuschoslevakin, March 25, 1959). 


Bridges, im addressing the Pacific and Astas Dockworkers, — 
pointed out that the incresstagly serious preblem of uampley- 
ment in capitalist countries Ls mainly due te the armaments _- ; 
drive, To eliminatw unemployment, he sald, It Is necessary aa 
to retarm the social structure and strive for world peace, Fur- 
ther expansion of Kast-West trade will alse help to reduce unemploy - 
ment, he sald, Referring to the effect of mechanisation oa | 
dockers, Bridges pointed out that dockers should press manage- i 
‘nant t® shorten working hours and raise wages instead ef a 
creating unemployment. On mechaniaation in socialist gountrica, ; 
Srdges sald that during hie visit to Caechoslovakla last year, 

‘ie “sand out that the question of unemployment did‘net exist in- 
wa country, and mechanisation was welcomed by the workers 
ano asl the people, : 


(New China News Agency, Peking, May LI, 1959) 

_ >F tges in addressing the Puctiic and Asian Deckworkers 
cle rence had urged Japan to accept the recent preposal of 
7c. Ac Prieachey for a oodicy of neutrality and called for abo~ 
Ao ob Lureliga unitary bases and au end ro the presence of 


“? 5 9b sae un other countries, 


. New China News Agency, Pexing, May 13, 1959) 
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A Japanese cewspaper reported that Harry Bridges warned 
_ that his International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's 
Union would refuse to lead ships bound for Japan unless the 
Japanese Government corrected within 2 reasonable peried what 
ne described as "the backward and inhuman" werking conditions | 
of Japanese dockworkers, “It is a public disgepte taat the ~~ 
goveramaents of the United States ef America, Japan, and Cambedla 
can continue to condone theses conditions while pretemding to 
accept and-adhere to the minimum laber conditions provided fox 
*“ by ILO conventions," Bridges declayed. Earlier mw the diy, 
Bridges, American west coast Longshoremen leades, deuwuncead 
the 1951 Japanese peace treaty as & document that Wadd make ~~ 
- Japan "a base for the militarists whe committed the herrilie 
crime of Paarl Harbor." Bridges hailed the recent Pekys Dis- 
trict Court decision which declared that the presence of American 
forces in Japan was unconstitutional, He said he hoped thi oe 
atternpt to reverse it in the Supreme ‘Court "will fail and fol 


miserably.” 


- ft 


(Yamiurl, Tokyo, May 14,1959) 


i: 
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Contacts with Communist trade union leaders abroad during 
939 made by Harry Bridges include the following: — 


January 1959, France 


Louis Salllant, Secretary General of the World Federa- 
ian of Trade Unions, Salllant claims not te be a Carmmunist - 
ethe nas carried out Communist directives Le WFTU since 
‘a inception, 


Benolt Frachon, Vice President of the WFTU. Member 
ot che Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party 
ut France, 


Agusono Novella, President of WETV. Member of the 
entra, Committee of the Communist Party of Italy, 
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USSR 


Leonid Soloviey, Vice Caairman, All Union Central 
Councli of Trade Unions - USER. 


May 1959, Tokyo 


* James Healey, Federal Secretary Waterside Workers . 
of Australla, Member ef the Communist Party ef Australia. 


Alexander Koetkin, Chairman of the Maritime and River 
Fleat Workers Trade Unien of the UBSR. 
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